
 

 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
It gives me immense pleasure to inform you that we have already embarked on the 
proposed programs in our previous bulletins. The seniors Club and the monthly 
movie screening has taken off successfully, the attendance so far has been reasonable 
and I am confident that the numbers will grow gradually in the very near future.  
I am outlining to you details of the various activities within our church. This is by no 
means exhaustive, we hope to expand them and embrace other activities, with the 
support and encouragement of the people. 
 
I would like also to take this opportunity for the first time since my arrival to give 
you some basic information about the finances of our Church.   
We have with the grace of our lord and the help of the community been able to 
reduce our Loan to the Bank from $350000.00 to $280000.00 in addition to carrying 
out the immense reconstruction, refurbishing and embellishing of our humble church. 
Having said all of the above, we still have to erect the bell tower and about $20000 to 
various parishioners who have given the church short-term loans. Despite of all of 
the above we still have to make the monthly bank loan repayments, which is 
approximately $4000.00 for the next 9 years. We must not forget the additional 
church running expenses (petrol, food, electricity, water, telephone and insurance 
totaling in excess of $2200.00 
 
I can only say that it has been a miracle so far, because if we were to rely solely on 
our weekly collections we would not be able to discharge with our financial 
obligations, but some how through some well meaning parishioners and their 
extraordinary donations we have managed. The point that I wish to make is that, we 
as a community must undertake to share in this sacred responsibility and accordingly 
make a conscious sacrifice towards this end. 
 
Therefore I would ask all our parishioners to pray to the Almighty to instill the 
awareness necessary within our community so that we may achieve the objectives we 
have set the future generation and ourselves.   
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News … News … News … 
Seniors Club 
Dear all, in our last bulletin we have mentioned if you would recall the launch of the 
seniors club from the Friday the 6th of June (1st Friday &  3rd Friday of the month). 
This is an important milestone in the history of our church. Our seniors are the most 
important people in our community, and as such no effort must be spared in 
providing the environment and the atmosphere within our Church to cater for their 
comfort and their well-being. Therefore it is needless to remind our parishioners to 
encourage all the seniors within our community to participate in the various activities 
that the church as a whole is planning to provide. As we mentioned before, those who 
have transport difficulties the church will do whatever it can to organize a form of 
transport that will overcome the problem. We will eventually purchase our own bus 
to transport our seniors who have no means of transportation. So please remember, 
the above important date and join our happy family of seniors. 
Movie Night 
We remind all our parishioners once again that we will be screening another comedy 
film (Sister act 1) on Friday 25th June at 7.30 pm. Please, remember that these 
screening will take place on a regular basis on the 1st and 3rd week of every month. 
Bingo Night  
Commencing from July, we will be introducing Bingo night which will be on 2nd 
Friday of every month, The Ladies auxiliary of our church will provide some 
refreshments and snacks during the course of the evening. This will hopefully 
provide a form of additional entertainment for our parishioners and friends. 
Excursion 
The Church is organizing an excursion to Berrima 13th July 2004. A country town in 
NSW 2 hours from Sydney. This is also a pilgrimage to the Monastery where Our 
Lady has made an apparition.  This date coincides with the feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosa Mystica. A coach has been booked and all those who wish to make this trip 
may contact Fr Basil on 96493380 or 0n 0427404952. Fare price is $20 per person 
and seats are limited. So be quick and book your seats early.   
 

Feast of our Lady of the Assumption 
Everyone in our community knows that the month of August is the feast of our 
Church’s. This years The Church council and the ladies Auxiliary group are planning 
a weeklong celebrations. These celebrations will take place between the 14th and 21st 
of August. 
Although we are at the planning stage, we envisage opening these celebrations with a 
giant Bazaar (14th and 15th) and ending it with a big Dinner Dance on Saturday 
21st.We are also planning to have certain activities within our church during the 
course of that week. Although these activities have not yet been finalized, we wish to 
give our parishioners some of the ideas that are being tossed around. Here are some 
of these ideas: A singing concert. Screening of special movies 
We are certain there will be some additional activities during that week, and we 
invite all our parishioners to shower us with additional suggestions, and any 
suggestion that the planning committee deems it to have merit will definitely be 



considered and implemented. The Committee will give this event a very big publicity 
and all avenues open to us will be used to attract the greatest number of patrons as 
possible. No energy or effort will be spared to make it successful and of course we 
are heavily relying on our parishioners (our backbone) to support us in every possible 
way. The success of this event will once again prove to everyone in the community at 
large that we are not a dormant community and that we are a vibrant and a very 
active community, full of life and above all a force to be reckoned with, a force that 
works for the good and benefit of our community and parish.   
Bazaar Stalls 
Stalls will be available for hire to the public. Anyone who is interested to hire a stall 
must contact the organizing committee on 96493380. Each stall will attract a nominal 
hiring fee and the profits or proceeds from that stall goes to the person hiring the 
stall. So, if you think you have something interesting to sell, be quick and secure a 
stall. There will be many varieties of foods on the day, kebabs, sausage sizzle, and 
other traditional delicacies. 
There will be a variety of games and entertainment for both adults and children, 
which will make it a fun day for everybody. There will be chocolate wheel, tombolas, 
jumping castle, and other variety of entertaining games for everyone. 
Musical Evening Concert 
Plans are underway to organize a musical evening concert in which Clarissa and Dr. 
Raffi Qasabian. They will entertain us with a repertoire of singing and musical 
performances (Classical and contemporary) Armenian and Non Armenian. There will 
be special tickets sold for this concert and all proceeds is needless to say will go 
towards the completion of the renovation of our church. The exact night for this 
concert is not known as yet but we expect it to be on a Friday or Sunday night in that 
week. 
Dinner Dance  (21st August) 
To all our parishioners and friends and sponsors please note in your calendars this 
important date. This is going to be our annual Dinner Dance (Nilla Reception 
Lounge, Ashfield) and we encourage and expect all our parishioners and friends and 
sponsors to support this important event as it will be the culmination of the weeklong 
festivities and we are gearing to have a very exciting and fun filled evening together 
as a big family. The Arax band has been booked and make sure to have your dancing 
boots on this occasion. Tickets are at the printers and they will be on sale as soon as 
they become available. You may place your bookings now by telephoning Fr Basil or 
any member of the ladies Auxiliary and Church Council. Tickets will be $65.00 for 
Adults and $35.00 for Children under 12years old. 
We advise all our parishioners and friends not to leave it to the last minute because as 
you know last minute bookings are disruptive to the catering people in terms of food 
preparations and seating arrangements.     
Donation 
Our special thanks goes to Mr. Youssef Wazir for donating 6 new chandeliers to 
compliment the rest of the chandeliers adorning our Church. May the Lord bless him 
and recompense him a hundred fold.  
   



A Prominent Armenian intellectual from Aleppo 
Dr. Toros Toranian 

Author and Poet visits Sydney. 
 

Dr. Toros Toranian, Medical doctor, author, and poet, editor of many magazines and 
journals and holder of honorary doctorates from Yerevan University was the guest of 
honor of the AGBU (Sydney chapter) in the month of April and May 2004. He was 
also the keynote speaker during the April 24th commemoration ceremony at 
Macquarie University that was organized by the AGBU. During his Sydney visit he 
has given numerous lectures on many prominent Armenian Academics, poets, 
scientists, Artists from various epochs and eras. He has also given special lectures for 
schoolteachers and the Media. I was fortunate enough to be present at some of his 
lectures and all I can say that have enjoyed them immensely. His friendly and 
magnetic personality captures his audience from the first instant and you get the 
feeling that you don’ t want it to ever end. He is warm and sincere, and full of energy. 
Even though, he is 77 years young, he has an extraordinary mind, sharp and witty. He 
has made great contribution to Armenian literature in general. He has, in addition to 
translating many works of other authors, written more than 70 books, and he is still 
writing. He is incurably Armenian, in fact his patriotism oozes out of him, he is 
Armenian to his bootlace, his personality is infectious and makes you feel proud of 
your heritage and proud to be an Armenian. 
  In short he has been an inspiration to all of us .His contribution to Armenia and 
Armenians communities in the Diaspora has been invaluable. During his visit he 
visited all the various Armenian Schools and Churches and the various political and 
cultural organization without prejudice. His motto is to love everything that is 
Armenian irrespective of your religious or political affiliation, and he is convinced 
that loving each other as Armenians is the greatest weapon against our enemies who 
would like to see us disappear from the face of this Earth. 
We, the Armenian Catholic Community of Sydney, were also honored when he 
visited our church at Lidcombe on the 14th May. Fr Parsegh and some members of 
the Church Council met him. The meeting was informal and the atmosphere was 
most pleasant and friendly. All our church council members were very impressed 
with his general knowledge, energy and his infinite source of anecdotes from his life 
experience. He told us an interesting anecdote revolving around his meeting with the 
late Cardinal Aghajanian in Rome in the late sixties, were he was allocated only 5 
minutes with the Cardinal to realize that he was still talking to the Cardinal 2 ½ hours 
later. This also reconfirms the caliber of the man.  However, we were lucky enough 
to spend an hour with him and his parting indirect message to us was the same 
message he received from the late cardinal Aghajanian which was “ to survive as 
Armenians we must pursue the path that our Ancestors have taken” , his meeting with 
us only lasted 1 hour as he had other commitments to attend to. We would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the AGBU for facilitating the visit of Dr. Toranian, and 
we hope to have him within our community for a lecture on his next visit to Sydney. 
       Avedis Qasabian, Chairman ACCC 


