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Our lady of Soufania Visits 
Sydney 

 
Mrs Mirna to whom our Lady appeared on 
many occasions in the Damascus suburb of 
Soufania will be visiting Sydney and our 
church on the Saturday 9th April 2005, at 6 
pm.  Mrs Mirna’s apparition has been 
investigated by the Vatican in the early 
eighties. Our lady’s special main message 
has been to pray and strive for world 
church unity. This is Mrs Mirna’s third 
Sydney visit and thousands of believers 
have seen her and witnessed the 
extraordinary powers emanating from her 
through the miraculous oils. 
The Mass will be celebrated by His Grace 
Bishop Krikor Koussa of the Armenian 
Catholic church of Egypt. 
We invite all our parishioners and friends to 
this extraordinary event.       
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Bishop Koussa will also be celebrating 
the Mass on Sunday the 10th April at 11 
am, and we expect all our faithful to 
attend to show their respect and 
appreciation to our beloved newly 
ordained Bishop of Egypt. 
 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations for 
Monsignor  Sarkis Ouzounian And 

The Laying of Foundation Stone 
for the New Church Hall and 

Presbytery in Melbourne. 
 
The Armenian Catholic Community of 
Melbourne will be celebrating Monsignor 
Sarkis Ouzounian 60th anniversary into the 
priesthood on Sunday 3rd April 2005. To 
honour Monsignor Sarkis, Catholicos 
Nerses Bedros XIX will be represented by 
Bishop Krikor Kossa of Egypt on this 
special occasion. 
 Fr Parsegh Sousanian will also take part in 
these celebrations as representative of the 
Armenian Catholic Community of Sydney. 
Fr Parsegh will carry with him the love and 
the best wishes of the entire community. 
Fr Sarkis Ouzounian arrived in Sydney in 
January 1969 being the First Armenian 
Catholic Priest in Australia. The handful of 
faithfuls in Sydney suddenly had an 
Armenian spiritual leader. He baptised their 
children, buried their dead, married their 
young and most importantly, the people 
heard the Mass in their Mother tongue. 
The initial years were full of hardship. We 
did not own a church, Mons. Ouzounian 
had to move from church to church, first 
Balmain then Surry Hills, until such time 
the community became strong enough to 
secure a small property in Cabramatta in 
1972. That property became the first 
Armenian Catholic Church. 
In 1978, Mons. Ouzounian and his Church 
Council, headed by the late Mr George 
Kalenderian, had the opportunity to 
purchase the property at 5 John Street, 
Lidcombe. 
The Armenian Catholic Community of 
Sydney has many fond memories of 

Monsignor Ouzounian and he will always 
be remembered with great love and 
affection. 
In 1982, Our Patriarch asked Fr Ouzounian 
to take care of the fledgling Armenian 
Catholic Community in Melbourne. Even 
though he was well advanced in his age and 
suffered from bad health, he embraced this 
new challenge and accepted his fate 
gracefully. Once again, due to his 
perseverance and tenacity and his love for 
his people, we have a vibrant Armenian 
Community in Melbourne.   
Monsignor Ouzounian resides in 
Melbourne and is in happy retirement now. 
Fr George Berberian is the current 
Melbourne chaplain and he is honouring 
Monsignor Ouzounian on this happy 
occasion. We commend Fr George 
Berberian for his fine efforts to organise 
this Diamond jubilee and for the laying of 
the foundation stone for the church hall and 
presbytery. They are, after all, the fruits of 
our beloved and unforgettable Monsignor 
Ouzounian. 
We, the Church Council and all the 
Armenian Catholic Community in Sydney 
convey our sincere best wishes to 
Monsignor  Sarkis Ouzounian on this 
happy occasion, and we pray that the Lord 
Almighty bless him and give him health 
and a  happy and blissful retirement. 
 
Avedis Qasabian (President) 
Armenian Catholic Church Council 
 

Sydney honours Monsignor 
Sarkis Ouzounian’s   Diamond 

Jubilee 
On the occasion of Monsignor Sarkis 
Ouzounian’s 60th Anniversary into the 
priesthood, The Armenian Catholic Church 
Council is organising a Dinner Dance in his 
honour on Saturday 4th June 2005.  
The Church Council invites all our 
parishioners to join us in these celebrations. 
It is important that we, as a community, 
show our deep love and appreciation for his 
services to his people during the past sixty 
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years. We cannot and should not allow this 
landmark in Monsignor Ouzounian’s life 
pass without showing him our deep 
gratitude. This will be a great opportunity 
for all of us who have known him over the 
years to give him the send off he so aptly 
deserves.   
We would also like to invite all our 
parishioners to join in a special Mass on 
Sunday 5th June. This Mass will be 
dedicated for his intentions. We are 
confident that Monsignor Ouzounian will 
take part in these celebrations. This is an 
important event, and we strongly encourage 
our community to support the Council’s 
efforts in making this happy occasion a 
resounding success.  

Tickets for the Dinner Dance will 
be available by the end of April 2005, and 
the numbers will be limited. Please keep 
these important dates in mind and secure 
your tickets as soon as they become 
available. 
 

The Bishop with the 
 Lacerated feet 

Cyril John Zohrabian 
Servant of God 

Capuchin Armenian Bishop 
1881 - 1972 

Monsignor Cyril John Zohrabian was born 
on the 25th July 1881, in Erzoroum, the 
capital of greater Armenia (Asiatic 
Turkey). He entered the Capuchin order in 
Constantinople in 1894, and wore the 
Capuchin cloth 14th July 1898. After his 
ordination into the priesthood 12th May 
1904, he became a missionary in Erzoroum 
and he stayed there until 1914. 
From 1914-1918 he was the mission 
superior and the chaplain of the Italian 
prisoners. 50 members of his immediate 
family perished at the hands of the Turks 
during the Armenian Genocide Because he 
brought safety and security to many 
persecuted Greeks he was apprehended by 
the Turkish authorities and charged with 
terrorism in March 1923.He was subjected 

to five floggings at 60 strokes per day with 
the use of hardened cow hide on the soul of 
his feet (the scars of which he carried for 
the rest of his life). Recognising their error 
the Turks would not kill him but they have 
conveniently sent him to exile. From 1923 
to 1938 he served the Armenian refugees in 
Greece despite all the protestations and 
misunderstandings of the local Orthodox 
Authorities He was nominated Patriarchal 
Vicar in Jezireh –Syria and was 
consecrated as bishop 27th October 1940. 
He vigilantly formed the priesthood and he 
also founded many schools which opened 
its doors even to Muslims, this he has done 
to show the charity of Christ. Accused of 
spreading and preaching the Christian Faith 
he was thrown into prison in 1949 right up 
to the date of his expulsion in 1953. 
Despite his age, His Beatitude, Patriarch 
Cardinal Gregory Aghajanian, has 
commissioned him to re-establish the 
disseminated Armenian communities of 
Europe and Latin America. 
He retired to Rome where he peacefully 
abandoned the valley of tears on 20th 
September 1972. His Last resting place is 
in the Capuchin church of Palermo - Sicily. 
Let us pray so that this servant of God is 
elevated in all the churches of the world as 
a true saint... 
 

New adornments for our 
Church 

If there is one thing that our 
community can be proud of, is the 
continuous generosity of many of our 
parishioners. Our heartfelt thanks go to the 
benefactors below and may the Good Lord 
recompense them a hundred fold. After all, 
our concern in the physical appearance of 
our place of worship is a direct reflection of 
our Devotion and Faith. 
Mr & Mrs Artin Etmekjian A new Marble 
Candle Altar 
Mr & Mrs Edward Jeghelian (from Aleppo 
–Syria) Santa Rita Marble framed picture 
Mr & Mrs Onnig & Georgette Jeghelian, 
Santa Theresa marble framed picture 
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Mr Mrs Garo Tcherkezian, A new surround 
theatre system for the church hall 
 

New Organ /Piano 
 
Last week, our church has 

purchased a new electric Organ/Piano 
costing over six thousand dollars. The old 
organ was inadequate and it was imperative 
that we acquire such an instrument for our 
church. We took possession in time for the 
Easter celebrations. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Miss Zarminee for 
giving off her precious time to assist us in 
selecting the appropriate instrument. In 
view of this enormous cost, we are 
appealing to the generous hearts of our 
parishioners and friends to share some of 
this substantial financial burden on our 
church. 

Any contribution towards this 
extraordinary item will be most welcome.  

 
Holy Week 

The Holy week program has come 
to an end , and it gives us  a great pleasure 
to inform the general Armenian catholic 
Community that The Holy week program 
has been a great success in terms of general 
attendance . Our Church saw 
unprecedented crowds during the Holy 
week, especially Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday. The film ‘Jesus Of Nazareth’ has 
been a great success. The six- hour-long 
movie was shewn over two nights. 
Attendance was beyond all our 
expectations. 

Our special thanks go to the Ladies 
Auxiliary who organised and made all the 
necessary arrangements... 

 

Europe tour organised by The 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Council 17th Sept- 9th October 
2005 

 

Spain: Malaga, Torremolinos, Granada, 
Sevilla, Cordoba, Madrid, Toledo, 
Saragoza. France: Lourdes, Avignon, 
And Cannes, Italy:  Venice, Padua, 
Florence, Assisi, Cascia, And Rome, 
Vatican 
This Tour will include airfares and all 
transportation. And accommodations at 3 
star levels, includes breakfast and one main 
meal. 
Also included in the above tour costs are all 
entrance fees to all the museums and places 
of interest, accompanied always by a 
professional tour guide. 
A detailed itinerary is available on request. 
All those who are interested in the above 
tour may contact Fr Basil to register their 
names. Final date for registration is 25th 
May 2005... 

St Gregory’s Armenian School 
 
It is time for us to clarify the situation 
between the Armenian Catholic church and 
St Gregory’s Armenian School. 
In the days when St Gregory’s Armenian 
School began on demountables at the back 
of the current church property in Lidcombe, 
it carried the name of St Gregory’s 
Armenian Catholic School. So, it is not a 
big surprise to see many of our parishioners 
and friends’, within the Australian 
Armenian Community, still believe that it is 
the status quo. 
It is true many of our parishioners and 
friends of our parish saw it that way in 
those days, especially when the founder of 
this sacred cause was non other than the 
spiritual leader of our community. No one 
in their wildest dream would have imagined 
that the ownership and the control of such 
an important institution would be placed 
under the control of a corporation. This 
corporation is controlled by its directors 
who have no relationship whatsoever with 
the church. 
Dear parishioners and friends, sadly, we 
report to you that this is the current 
situation. 
We know some of you   are going to feel 
very upset, because you, deep in your 
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hearts believed otherwise. Many of you 
supported the school in many ways, 
believing that the church had ultimate 
control, but alas, this is the truth. 
The Church has no legal rights over the St 
Gregory’s Armenian School. However we 
are happy to see all Armenian schools 
become successful, and it is our sole desire 
to see all our schools in Sydney flourish 
and expand.  We are convinced that our 
Armenian heritage can only be preserved 
by our unique language and religion. We 
can not forget the fact that our faith 
preserved our language.   
 

Famous Armenian People 
 
Raymond V. Damadian  
Born Mar 16 1936 
Apparatus and Method for detecting 
Cancer in Tissue- MRI 
Raymond Damadian invented the magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) scanner, which 
has revolutionised the field of diagnostic 
medicine. The MRI obtains information 
through the use of static and dynamic 
magnetic fields, a method that yields radio 
signal outputs from the body tissue that can 
be either transformed into images or 

analysed to provide the chemical 
composition of the tissue being examined. 
Since 2002, his name adorns the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame in the United 
States.  
Dr Leon Poladian 
Optical Fibre Technology Centre –
Sydney University 
The above centre received a $10000 award 
from the Australian Computer society in 
2004, for ICT Innovation. The teams 
invention the micro structured polymer 
optical fibre will be able to deliver 
unlimited internet bandwidth to homes and 
businesses at an affordable price, 
professorial Fellow in the school of 
Mathematics Dr Leon Poladian, is one of 
the four principal members of the team 
responsible for this new scientific 
achievement.   
 

Weddings 
 
12 February 2005 Steven Geoffrey Lamb & 
Jinat Babakhani 
12 March 2005 Darkan Michael Totonjian 
& Karenna Marie Momdjian 
3 April 2005 Raphael Tarazi & Jacqueline 
Maree Abdullah 
10 April 2005 Michael Khachiki &  
Marie-Louise Tcherkezian 

Our sincere gratitude to ROMAN PRINTING for the printing of this Bulletin 
since its inception 


