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First visit of Armenian Bishop from Antelias - Lebanon to Sydney����
 
A reception in honor of the visiting Armenian Bishop of Cilicia was held �� the Arshag and Sophie 
School under the auspices of the Hamaskaine organization of Sydney. His Eminence Bishop 
Kegham Khatcherian was on an unofficial visit to Sydney visiting family and friends. Various 
Armenian organizations were represented at the reception including our Spiritual leader Fr Parsegh 
accompanied by the church Council president Mr. Avedis Qasabian and vice President Mr. Garo 
Tcherkezian. 
In between the welcoming speeches we were entertained by some beautiful Armenian songs and 
music and poetry. The atmosphere was cordial and friendly and at the end of the dinner His 
eminence was given the opportunity to dwell on the plight of the Armenians in Lebanon and the 
general situation in so far it affected our Armenian brothers and sisters in that country. 
His eminence stressed the importance of Lebanon to the Armenian “cause” in general and stressed 
to the all present to never underestimate the freedom that Armenians enjoy in that country, and to 
lose interest in it would be indeed a tragedy, and should we ever lose it Armenians should strive to 
create another “Lebanon” elsewhere. 
His eminence touched upon the plight of our schools and student due to the latest political problems 
which we are all aware of. 
His eminence ended his speech by quoting from the Armenian poet who said that “even though 
death and calamity pursues us wherever we are, but we, as a race, will never succumb and surrender 
to it”.    
His Eminence prior to his departure visited our Church accompanied by Mr. Zohrab Kverian. His 
Eminence was met by Fr Parsegh and Mr. Avedis Qasabian, where he was given a brief history of 
our Church in Sydney and Australia. His Eminence gave his best wishes to Fr. Parsegh and the 
Armenian Catholic Community and accordingly made an entry in the VIP register of our Church.    
    
World Youth Day 15-20 July 2008 (Sydney) 
The world youth day celebrations will be held in Sydney in July 2008. Pope Benedict XVI will be 
visiting Sydney to participate in these celebrations. The Youth will be pouring in to Sydney from all 
over the world, and it is expected that more than 500.000 will participate in these celebrations. 
Amongst these participants will be some of our brothers and sisters from Syria, Lebanon, France & 
USA. We are expecting at least 30 participants and our Church and community has been asked by 
our Patriarch to cater for  and billet them in our homes for they would not have the financial means 
to carry such expense. We would like some volunteers from our parish and community who could 
open up their homes for any number of these young boys and girls during there stay in Sydney 
which not expected more than 15 days. 
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Any Parishioner or community member who is interested and adequately able to provide this 
service to our overseas brothers and sisters can contact Fr Parsegh on 0427 404 952, or 9649 3380.     
 
Armenian Catholic Youth day on the 13 July 2008   
His Eminence Archbishop Bedros Miriatian of Aleppo will be in Sydney for the World Youth day 
Celebrations. His Eminence will also con celebrate a special Holy Mass which will be dedicated to 
the Armenian Catholic Youth of the world. We would like to prepare our youth of Sydney for such 
an historic and important occasion. It is the duty of all parents to pass on this very important 
message to their young. We do not want our youth to be left out. We want our youth to show their 
solidarity with rest of the youth of the world and be part of the world youth day celebrations.  
We ask all our parishioners and community members to mark their calendars and keep the above 
date in mind. Luncheon will be provided after Mass. 
 
Youth Club 
Fr. Basil and the church Council are very concerned about the future of the community and its 
youth. If this trend is allowed to continue this community will vanish within the next 13 -22 years. 
It is imperative for us to deal with this problem. We can deal with this challenge by encouraging our  
youth to get involved in the affairs of the community and its church. Without such foresight and 
preparation the future looks very grim for our church and community. We have no school to prepare 
our up and coming youth so that we may be able to instil the real Armenian Christian values and 
ethos. That opportunity unfortunately has slipped from our hands and until one day that situation 
had been rectified we have no other avenue to pursue but to revert to measures well within our 
means. So we say to our youth come on and join us and let us start the ball rolling and form a club 
from which our future community leaders will come forth to carry the torch that will bring light and 
guidance to the future generations. The challenge is real and the challenge is now. 
To join please contact either: Mrs Zabel Bardakjian on 9753 1287 week days after 5pm.  
Or Father Basil Sousanian on 0427 404 952 
  
Sunday school����
As from Sunday 9th December we will commence the Sunday school classes for children between 
6- 12 years old. The classes will be given in the church hall whilst the Holy mass is being said. 
Depending on the number of children or as the need arises other facilities of the church may be 
made available. 
All our parishioners and friends are welcome to bring their children within the abovementioned age 
group. This is a worthwhile cause and it is a great opportunity for us to saw the seeds of the 
Armenian culture and religion in our young. 
The classes will conclude at the end of Holy Mass in time for them to go home with their parents or 
guardians. 
So please pass the message around to your family and friends. 
Our children are our investment for the future.  
We wish to take this opportunity to thank our teaching staff volunteers, Mr  & Mrs Robert Hazari 
and Miss Laura Baghdisar, for their kind and generous spirit. 
 
Santa is coming (Monday 24th December) ����
This year like all other years Santa will be coming immediately after the Christmas Vigil Mass. 
There will also be a small function, but it will mainly be finger foods and “meza” type foods. We 
are anticipating a huge response so due to the limited tables and seats, please book your tickets as 
soon as you possibly can to avoid disappointment, especially those with children. As usual Santa 
will be coming with loads of gifts and we do not want any of the children in our community to miss 
out.  
Tickets will be on sale very soon; Adults-$30.00----Children: $20.00 
The ticket price includes food, drink and gifts for the children. 
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So please get organized and don’t forget to bring the children, for this is a unique opportunity for us 
to get together like a big family and let’s rekindle the Christmas spirit in our Parish and community. 
 
Award and Recognition 
Mr Khatchig Majarian was the recipient of the annual award for “outstanding achievements and 
services to the community” given by the Armenian Chamber of commerce of Sydney.  
Our parish and community can be proud of this honour and we wish to congratulate Khatchig for 
this great achievement. It is indeed a great source of satisfaction to see those individuals who give 
so much of their time to their church and community be recognised and honoured publicly; and we 
are confident that Mr Majarian will become a role model for many of us so that many more can be 
inspired by his dedication and consequently follow in his footsteps. 
 
Important Notice����
We are looking for family and friends of the late M/s Mariam Voskian. Anyone who knows 
anything about her circumstances or who had any association with her would you please contact Fr 
Basil Sousanian as soon as possible. Tel 02 9649 3380; or 0427 404 952 
 
Birth 
Congratulation to Mr& Mrs Francis & Rita Guvlekjian for the arrival of there new born Baby Girl 
Hanaa on the 30 August 2007  
Baptism ����
08.09.2007 Stella Arzoumanian daughter of Mr & Mrs Ara & Michelle 
06.10.2007 Christian Antonio Golossian son of Mr & Mrs George & Julie 
11.11.2007 Kevin (Kevork) Yessayan son of Mr & Mrs Hagop & Loucie 
25.11.2007 Julian Gharibian son of Mr & Mrs Noubar & Souzi 
DONATION TO THE CHURCH 
$ 300: Mr & Mrs Ara Stamboulian & Family 
$ 200: Mr & Mrs Eddy & Meline Nol, Mr & Mrs Bedik & Alice Soloukjian, Mrs Emily Hanoun & 
Family, 
$ 150: Mr Edouard Georgeflie & Mrs Emily Hanoun & Family, 
$ 100: Mr & Mrs Joseph Halwagi, Mr & Mrs Francis Guvlekjian, Michael Christian Opoyan, Mr & 
Mrs Jack Diodati,  
$ 50: Mr & Mrs Sarkis Majarian, Mr & Mrs Jean Dekirmenjian, Mr & Mrs Harout Zeitounian, 
 

   CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2008 
Monday 24th December 2007 at 08.00pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
Tuesday 25th December 2008 Christmas Mass 11.00 am 
Sunday 6th January 2008 (Baptism of Christ) Mass 11.00am 
Monday 7th January 2008 (Day of the Dead) 9.30 am Blessing of the tombs at 
Rookwood Armenian Cemetery followed immediately by Mass at Church as usual. 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and Peace on earth to those with whom he is 
pleased!” (Luke 2:14) 
 
With this proclamation of the great army of heaven’s Angels we add our voice by wishing all our 
parishioners and community and friends a very Merry Christmas, and  may the Lord Jesus 
Christ bless you and your families and may he rekindle your hearts with love and peace. 
May this Christmas bring forth peace and tranquillity to the many regions of conflict?  
And may this Christmas, bring faith and prosperity to our motherland Armenia.  
And may this Christmas, bring love and understanding to the world. 


