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THE CHILDREN READY FOR THE CONCERT
MR JOHN MERHI, OUR BUILDER, ADRESSING THE GUESTS,




GUESTS ARE USING THE BRICKS AS TABLES THE CEREMONY OF THE BLESSING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE
A REAL ARMENIAN CELEBRATION THE PEOPLE JOINING IN THE PRAYERS
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Again & Again & Again

A new beginning.
Another new beginning.
A hopeful new beginning.

Yes, this invincible race will dare to make a new
beginning. As long as there is breath in its children, as long as there
is life, they will indeed venture forth. No matter that these new
beginnings have to be made in a land far away from their own native
one, the children of this race will stop, recover, work, and start
again. They may have to fight along the way, fight bitterly, but that
is not new to them. The more dangerous the opposition and the
adversary, the stronger seems to be the determination of this
unbeatable race,

History is full of incidents which show how
resourceful the Armenians are, not only in Armenia but all over the
world. The spirit which keeps them motivated is indeed a joy to
behold. That spirit which drives them relentlessly to fight with all
their might is bound with their need to keep their identity, with the
need to feel a sense of belonging to a centuries old culture rich with
heroes, saints, art craft, architecture and all that gives a culture its
wealth,

Through this need is born a life force which prompts
even the weakest to contend any attempt from any quarters towards
assimilation.

This elan has recently taken on the form of a school
building here in Sydney. And what better way to capture the
Armenian atmosphere than within a classroom where its history and
language are taught, where its heroes come alive to encourage and
spur on our Youth, our future; where our saints watch over and
inspire each member of the school community to facilitate the
process. One saint in particular that comes to mind is St. Gregory
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which were very hard to hold back,

Tears, more tears, tears that did not wish to be
withheld, that expressed much. Tears of frusiration to date, tears of
recent liberation to go on ahead, tears shed for those who were no
longer of this world but nevertheless present and approving, tears of
pride, tears of achievement, tears of happiness to be alive despite
everything and in spite of everything.

St. Gregory’s School represents life, new life, which
was very effectively demonstrated by the entire population of the
school, Everyone was there, children and teachers on stage singing,
reciting poetry all in Armenian of course. The children’s voices
reverberated all through the land and the very foundations of the
school must have moved as the children started their little concert
with the school anthem after Australia’s National Anthem,

Those present were delighted with the performance in
the outdoor "hall” where God, who is always with us, helped us by
holding back the rain until ail was finished, despite forecasts for rain
for the day. The only person who may have been at a loss may have
been the President of Baulkham Hill Shire Council, Mr Mullane
who sat patiently through the afternoon and in his mrn gave a speech
where he apologised to Father Anton and the entire Armenian

community for causing us so much unnecessary expense, delay and

heartache and wished us well hoping that one day we will open our
doors to the Australians as well! _

. Councillor Ray Potter came before mass and after
inspecting the premises and meeting several people was heard to
make his apologies to Father Anton for not being able to stay as he
had other commitments, but nevertheless wished us well.

Alan Cadman, our Member for Parliament was there
too. He remarked about the enthusiasm of Father and the response
was that it was infectious. He was duly impressed with what he
saw, especially the willing helping hands, without which the day
could not have been the success it was.
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One of the buildings was covered with tarpaulin. The
bees had prepared their hive and were now going in and out busily
attending to their task. All were working bees who did not stop,
some kept going even during Mass at 11.00 a.m. High Mass was
celebrated which could be heard even while cooking the delicious
smelling kebab behind the building as the P.A, system was fantastic.
Mass was sung by the children and adults who had formed a choir
and during which one was tausported to delights in this nature’s
cathedral. There were people everywhere. Although there were
facilities for sitting, that seemed to have been somehow occupied by
the ladies and the elderly. The youth and men stood around
everywhere,

No matter where the people were it was easy to hear

everything. The members of the band who volunteered their
services free of charge, set up their equipment in a strategic place
under cover, "The grandstand" was very effective to house the
equipment and those who dealt with it, and they were numerous,
Some of them were involved in fund raising, others in singing and
entertaining and others in speech making, and yet others in playing
instruments of delightful music.

The highlight of the concert was the poem recited by
several children. A poem written by Mr. Guzelian: A tribute to
Father’s fine efforts to actualise each Armenian’s dream, verses
which capture the setting of the school, which specify its purpose
and identify its uses. Verses written with pride and convey pride in
the achievements to date and holding much hape for the future.

NO ONE can stop us. As long as the
Armenians live and breathe they will keep on keeping on.

History will show how notorious we are for starting
all over again. And again. And again.....

F. QASABIAN
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A weak translation of a beautiful poem written by
Mr Kevork Guzelian, in the Armenian language,

on the occasion of a visit to the site on the 27th of June,

-St, Gregory’s Armenian splendid school.

Rising in archform, in the robe of innocence. '
To the scattered Armenian children, with open arms,
making an appeal:

Learn your Mesrobian alphabet and

your sweet mother tongue.

In the beautiful bush it is an unusual prodigy

No doubt the hand of the Almi ghty Heavenly Father
is there at work,

The stellar St. Gregory’s Ammenian School

is the only weapon to shatter the deceitful

charm of assimilation,

Rising to its completion by the prayers of us all
so the Armenian generations

may be educated and formed there continuously.
And become the great power of Justice

for the alive Armenians in exile.

Freeing our beloved chained lands and mounts.

In this hospitable strange lands

The Armenian school is the only invincible
breastplate for survival.

Long live the eternaily unsubdued fiery longing
of the Armenian.

Long live St. Gregory’s school for the Armenian
descendants.
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Donations to the school;

ABDELAHAD Mr & Mrs G.
ANONYMOYS

ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY

ARSLANIAN Mr & Mrs J.
ATASHIAN Miss Z.
BABKENIAN Mr & Mrs M.
BABKENIAN Mr. B
BADELIAN Mr H.
BALIAN Mr & Mrs Z,
BARIKHAN Mr & Mrs Z.
BOGHOSSIAN Mrs S,
BOYAJIAN Miss V.
BOYAJIAN Mr & Mrs H.
BOYAJIAN Mr & Mrs S.
BOYAJIAN Mr & Mrs B,

DEUKMEDIJIAN Mr & Mrs. A.

ELMASSIAN Mr & Mrs J.
EMIRZIAN Mr & Mrs A.

 GHIRAGOSSIAN Talin
GUZELIAN Mr & Mrs K. -
HACOBIAN Helen & Hamlet
HAJIAN Mrs H.
HAJIAN Mr S.
HOMENETMEN
INGHILISIAN Mrs N.
INGHILIZIAN Family
ISHAC Mr. W.
IZMIRLIAN Mr & Mrs J.
KAHWEGIANM. & L.
KALENDERIAN G.
KALENDERIAN Mr & Mrs G.

KARGODORIAN Mr & Mrs H.

KARKQUR Mr & Mrs J.
KAYSERIAN Haig

| KAYSERIAN Magi -
- KESSIKBASHIAN Mr M.

KOUSSAN Mr & Mrs G.

 KUYUMJIAN-KAY Mr & Mrs D.
- MADIK Mr & Mrs G.

' MAJARIAN Mr & Mrs KH.

" MAJARIAN Mr & Mrs O.

. MAJARIAN Mr & Mrs S.

- MANOUKIAN Mrs L. -

. MANOUKIAN Mr & Mrs M

MATOSSIAN Mrs. AL

. MENZAGOPIANMrA. _ y

“ MENZAGOPIAN P. & ABOLAKIAN Families
 MIGHIRDJIAN Mr H. o

. NAZARIANH. & B..

. OGHELIANMrs G.

QASABIAN Mr & Mrs A.

SAKAIAN Mr & Mis V.

SETRAKIAN Nayeery

 SEVAGIANMrs L.

" SOLEMr'& Mrs J.

1 SOVEKIAN Mrs S.

. TAHTALIAN MrH.

' TASHJIAN Mr & Mrs A.

" TASHIIAN Mr & Mrs V.

- TCHARLASIANMr G.

. TCHERKEZIANMiss M. =
- TCHILINGARIAN Mr & Mrs A
{ - TOTONIIAN Messts A & E

- VARTIVARIAN Mr & Ms S.

WAZIRMr&Mrs Y. -
YEDELIAN Mr S.
YEDELIAN S.

39




